
Percy Walmsley and the “Anglia” disaster 

Private Percy Walmsley, youngest son of Mr. and  Mrs. James Walmsley of Main Street Farnhill, joined the 6th 

Duke of Wellington’s Regt. on 12th October 1914. 

In November 1915 he was wounded and suffered frostbite.  On the morning of 17th November he was 

evacuated back to England on board the hospital ship “Anglia”. 

Just a few miles from Dover the Anglia hit a mine laid the previous night by the German U-boat, UC-5, and 

quickly sank.  Men were rescued by a number of ships that were in the area, including a collier called the  

SS Lusitania and HMS Hazard. 

The Anglia was carrying 13 officers and 372 other ranks; some 164 people are thought to have died.   

 
Pictures – The Anglia sinking (Illustrated London News, 8th January 1916) 

Percy Walmsley was rescued and in the following days, while he was recovering in hospital, he wrote of his 

experiences in letters home. 

 



From the West Yorkshire Pioneer – 26/11/1915 
 



From the Craven Herald – 26/11/1915 
 

 
 
 
 

 


